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The Cork Butter Market, also called the Cork Butter Exchange, was Cork’s greatest 
commercial achievement.  Starting in 1769 and continuing through the following 
century, the Butter Exchange created a system of quality control which was without 
comparison in Europe.  The result was that the Cork Butter Exchange became the 
largest butter market in the world and the centre of a trade that stretched from West 
Kerry to Australia. 

The “Butter Roads”  is the name given to the roads which served the Butter 
Exchange, stories of which survived in the memory of people – the folk 
memory 
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